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An empirical study of social class structure and inequalities in educational
opportunities.
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This study aims to elucidate the relationship between education and social
class and the mechanism of educational inequalities in Japanese society. Thus, this study has
examined the social class structure and the effect of social origins on educational attainment,
using data from several social surveys conducted in Japan. Concerning the long-term trends in the
association between education and social class, the rapid expansion of higher education has not
changed the net association between an individual’ s educational attainment and occupation. However,

an increasing number of university graduate has decreased the proportion of those who attain a
managerial position among university graduates. With respect to educational inequalities, the number
of student loan borrowers has sharply increased since the late 1990s. However, class differentials

in educational attainment have remained; thus, increasing student loans have not contributed to
decreasing educational inequalities.
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