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Restructuring the structure of the public system to reduce the burden of
educational costs on families, encompassing the education and welfare fields

Shirakawa, Yuji
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This research aims to understand the current state of national and local
government systems for reducing the burden of education and childcare costs and to clarify the
current state of citizens® social support for systems to reduce the burden of education costs.

Surveys of local governments showed concrete differences between large and small municipalities in
various programs to support educational expenses and child-rearing. Surveys of the general public
revealed that while there is support for free education and welfare expenses for younger generations

through public funding, there is support for reduced burdens on the assumption that education and
welfare expenses for university students and adults will be paid for privately rather than free of
charge. This suggests that the target age group plays an essential role in social support for free
education through public funding.
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