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The effects of risky outdoor play on the development of young children:
elucidating the decision-making process of parents and care practitioners on

early childhood education
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In outdoor plaﬁ for children, it is becoming increasingly clear that parents
and care practitioners on early childhood education can promote children’ s health and development
by accepting a moderate level of risk rather than aiming for the greatest possible safety. However,
the use of the term “ risk” 1is not uniform and the extent to which various abilities of children
are developed through risky outdoor play remains unclear. Furthermore, till date, there is no
specific method to comprehensively determine the risks and benefits of outdoor play for children.
Therefore, this study, aimed to clarify the concept of “ risk.” It also developed a flow chart of
how to proceed with benefit-risk assessment; it further revealed the realities of children’ s risk
management through judgment tasks and observations.
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