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Factors and developmental significance that determine the interpretation of
playfulness and teasing behavior from infancy to school age
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In this study, we investigated the developmental si?nificance of playful and
teasing behaviors and the factors that determine their interpretation. Analysis of episodes in
infancy suggested a link to the development of representational function and a link between self and
the differentiation of others. Repeating complex exchanges, including meta-messages, with intimate
others is significant from the perspective of developing social interactions. From the analysis of
episodes in school age, the factors that determine the iInterpretation of behavior were the
psychological margin of the recipient, playful signs (facial expressions, tone, etc.), acceptance of
the behavior itself, and the relationship between the parties. In the questionnaire, it was rare
that the inner side and the playful sign were mentioned at the same time. The personal background of
the factors that determine the interpretation is also interesting.
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