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An ethnomethodological study on the culture of childcare facilities and its
effect on the quality of play
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The present study aims to analyze “ the five-year period in which childcare
facility * H' transitioned to play-centered childcare after using a teacher-led method for 40
years.” This study used an ethnomethodology approach as it was deemed suitable for studying “
culture.” As a result, we clarified descriptive methods of childcare practice that enable
comparisons of: (1) developmental processes in the quality of play, (2) training contents that can
increase the quality of play, (3) the quality of play itself. Thus, through this study we
demonstrated a system that Japan’ s childcare facilities can use as reference in helping childcare
professionals become individually aware of the “ facility culture” so that they can make the
desired improvements.
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