©
2018 2021

Children®s relational development fostered by picture book reading and play: An
empirical study
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In this study, we examine children®s development cross-sectionally and over
time, because reading and playing with children in the context of picture books may have a broad
impact on the domain of young children®s development. Assuming that language development, as
described in previous studies, arises from relational development, developmental surveys were
conducted and functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS) measurements were examined.

Clear differences were found between the groups of adults with and without experience of reading
and playing with each other based on the activity of the left and right prefrontal cortices in
response to a stimulus task. In addition, differences were found in the effects of the developmental

survey on the domains of nurturance.
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