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Body Odors of infants: chemical and psychophysiological examination

Okamoto, Masako

3,300,000

Parental caregiving is critical for the survival of our young and
continuation of our species. In humans, visual and auditory signals from offspring have been shown
to be potent facilitators of parenting. However, whether odors emitted by our young also influence
human parenting remains unclear. In order to test this possibility, in the current study, we
collected body odors from infants and toddlers, identified compounds that are emitted more from
infants and toddlers compared to their mothers, and examined their influences on mothers
psychophysiological status. The results suggested that odors emitted by young indeed have an effect
that facilitates mothers’ caregiving behaviors.
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