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Effects of alloparenting status on social development in children and mental
health in caregivers

Fujisawa, Takashi
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The parenting behavior by other individuals other than the parents is called

alloparenting. In this study, we examined how alloparenting status affects the social development
of the children and the mental health of the caregiver from a neurodevelopmental perspective. The
results showed that the diversity of alloparenting was related to spontaneous brain activity in
brain regions involved in executive function and emotional control of children, and that activity in
the brain region was also involved in smooth mother-child interactions. In addition, children in
social care due to childhood maltreatment revealed that endogenous oxytocin is involved in the
reduction of social attention and that the cortical thickness of brain regions involved in language
comprehension is thinner in children in social care. This study is academically significant in that

it reveals the effects of the diversity of alloparenting on the social development of the child and
its neural basis.
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