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This study measured face-to-face communication between children in public
nursery schools during outdoor free play and indoor free play in rainy weather. Business Microscope
(manufactured by Hitachi, Ltd.) was used for the measurement.

The results were as follows. Both outdoor and indoor play could be divided into many friends who
play for a short time, friends who play together for a certain period of time, and limited friends
who play together for a long time. Many friends who played in a short time consisted of a mixture
of boys and girls. On the other hand, the limited friends who play together for a certain period of
time and the limited friends who continue to play together for a long time have the same sex. It
was speculated that this group formation started from the initial stage where play was selected by "
proximity", and that the selection of playmates by "similarity" worked.
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