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This research compared children’ s art and play activities to examine the

characteristics of children’ s art activities from the standpoint of dialogic educational view based
on Bakhtin. Early childhood education and care activities in one Japanese kindergarten that has
been developing dialogic practice were observed. The results showed that the dialogic structures are
similar between children’ s art and imaginative play activities: the triadic relationship structure
between children, the objects of children’ s activities, and the teacher/artist. In both cases, the
adults engaged seriously and wholeheartedly with the objects of children’ s activities, got
interested in them, and learned a lot about them. Adults® serious engagements with the objects of
children’ s activities made it possible for adults to discover new possibilities in children, to
learn from them, and to help children develop these new possibilities.
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