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Witnesses® perceptions of the behavior of those involved in the obedience
experiment (experimenter, teacher, and student)
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We analyzed the observers’ view of the three targets: the commander (as the
experimenter), the submissive (as the teacher), and the victim (as the student). Past studies of
obedience experiments have revealed how vulnerable people are to authority. This study changed the
perspective and focused on how observers interpret these situations. An experimental group
(instructed that 65% or 80% of those in previous experiments gave 450 V electric shocks to the
victim) and a control group that was not given such information were set up. When the observers
assumed that they were the teachers, the electric shocks level was higher in the experimental group
than in the control group. There was also a higher tendency to attribute the cause of the behavior
to the situation rather than to the characteristics of the participants. An association between
personality evaluation variables and the amount of electric shocks was also found.
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