©
2018 2023

Mechanism of deterring bullying: Does activation of moral agency lead to a
reduction in bystander behaviors?

Nishino, Yasuyo
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When bullying occurs, each child will make sure of the situation
individually and choose his (or her) own actions while struggling with how to act. Even when
psychological conflicts arise about how to act, if children are in a situation where their moral
agency is activated, they will not be complicit in bullying or turn a blind eye; It is predicted
that people will choose actions that help victims. The results of a large-scale survey targeting
elementary and junior high school students show that there can be various forms of bystander and
defender in bullying situations, and that “ self-protective reasons” may be more involved in
behavioral choices than “ moral reasons” . This suggests that in well-disciplined classrooms,
spectatorship is less likely to occur and arbitration is more likely to occur.
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