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Implementation of effective legislative system for land use and construction
for flood risks reduction
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The French system for land use and building regulations according to flood
risk is based on zoning that takes flood risk into account within the urban planning system, and
building permits and development regulations are implemented accordingly, whereas in Japan,
regulations are based on individual laws for each hazard. The advantage of the French system is that

disaster risk must always be taken into account when attempting to use or build on land.

In terms of operation, while the French system effectively implements building and land use
regulations, the reasons for the lack of implementation in Japan, despite the existence of a system,
include ambiguity of responsibility and authority in terms of implementation, as well as the lack

of consensus among residents and the difficulty of intervening in private rights.
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