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Human activities maintaining raptor populations in traditional agricultural
landscapes and their geographical differences in Japan
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As a measure to conserve biodiversity in "satoyama® landscapes over a wide
area, this study aimed to clarify how the agricultural systems contributes for habitat
conservations of gray-faced buzzards, a symbol of "satoyama®" landscapes, in multiple regions
belonging to different climatic zones. Our results showed that in the northern Tohoku region, which
is the northern limit of the distribution of the buzzards, the rice planting season is slightly
later than in the warmer Kanto region, buzzards were tended to breed in farmland with many farm
ponds, and frogs are distributed in high densities there. In the north-central Kyushu region,
southwest of the range of the buzzards, the rice planting season is one month later than in the
Kanto region due to the prevalence of double cropping, and frogs, the main prey species, are rarely
found there. Grasslands inhabited by grasshoppers were found to be an important habitat for the
buzzards.
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Surmising major prey species for Grey-faced Buzzards in Kyushu: Differences between regions with different agricultural
schedules in paddies

68
2021
? - -
2019
2019
2019
2019
67

2020




67

2020
2018
2018
66
2019
2018

2018




66

2019

(Katayama Naoki)

(10631054) (82111)
(Azuma Atsuki)
(10322968) (11201)




