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Basic researches about the genetic diversity of archaeophytic trees and shrubs
in Japan
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A survey was conducted among botanical gardens and nursery growers to find
out the remaining status of cultivated woody plants of the Rosaceae introduced to Japan before the
Edo period, and in particular to look for old living individuals planted long ago, but no such ones
were found. Furthermore, nursery production of some species is now almost completely declined, and
even if the plants of such species remain, the genetic diversity may have been lost. In the research

of herbaria, specimens related to still existent fruit tree genetic resources collected by the late
Dr. Akio Kikuchi were discovered at the Kyoto University Museum, and this result was published. In
addition, Takanabe Kaido, a woody plant of Malus, and only cultivated individuals remain in Takanabe
Town, Miyazaki Prefecture, was published as a new species, Malus roseotakanabensis, lketani &
Minamit. extinct in the wild, after comparing it with many herbarium specimens of related plants
both in Japan and overseas.
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