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Taxonomical and pathological characteristics of phytopathogenic fungus causing
leaf blight of Cleyera japonica
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Basic research was performed regarding phytopathogenic fungus causing leaf
blight of Cleyera japonica. This phytopathogenic fungus was suggested to belong to Sclerotiniaceae
based on molecular phylogenetic analysis. Apothecia (sexual reproduction) of this fungus were
firstly discovered in the nature. Specific detection methods of this fungus were established using
Loop-Mediated Isothermal Amplification (LAMP). It was suggested that asexual reproduction via
propagules asexual reproduction in this fungus could be major propagation style in the nature.
Propagules formation of this fungus was promoted by near-UV irradiation on the leaf lesion. It was
suggested that C. japonica could be major host plant of this fungus, although this fungus has broad
host range.
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