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Features and ﬁroblems of distribution system reform for fresh food: with
focusing on the current significance on the public wholesale market system and

wholesalers® function in the fisheries industry
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An axis of the distribution policy on fresh foods in Japan turned from
ensuring fair and equitable trading to rationalizing intermediate distribution stage. In this
research, we examined a feature and an impact of the wholesale market system reform, and an actual
state of trading and evaluation on wholesale market channel by fisheries cooperatives and retail
chains for reconsidering a significance of the channel and a required modern function. We got the
following insights that it would be an important issue: as for the system and policy, to reconsider
a necessity of the functional specialization system between a wholesaler and a middle-wholesaler
through by assessing their current business and commercial functions; as for wholesalers® function,
to deal actively with the business tasks and risks such as a coordination for sales loss and
opportunity loss which shippers and demanders hate and/or want to avoid.
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