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International Comparison between Euro-American rice for Washoku and Japanese
Commercial Rice: Comparison Limited to Developed Countries, Italy, the United
States, and Japan

SASAHARA, Kazuya
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A comparison of rice production costs in Japan, Italy, and the US shows that
the total cost of rice produced in Japan is in the ¥110/kg range, while that in Italy and the
United States is in the ¥50/kg range. Five technologies (dry direct sowing, wet direct sowing,
general-purpose combine harvesters, clear fields, gentle slopes) contribute to strengthen
competitiveness.
A survey of Japanese business owners (n = 73) revealed that dry direct sowing and general-purpose
combine harvesters are highly likely to be introduced, but clear field and gentle slope technology
in the US is low.
It was estimated that the amount of ordinary rice produced in the US would arrive at Japanese ports
at $0.9/kg. On the other hand, in the case of organic rice, the yield of Japanese rice was about
twice that of Italian rice. The advantage in Japan is to transplant and to do manual weedln? In the
case of exporting pesticide-free rice to the West Coast of the US from Japan, it is possible
survive locally.
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