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Exploring the earliest human history on Okinawa Island
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The archaeological excavations were conducted at Sakitari Cave, southern
part of Okinawa Island with the aim of clarifying the earliest human history of the Ryukyu Islands.
Traces of humans in this cave have been identified at least 30,000 years ago and possibly further
back. The use of freshwater resources (especially crabs and snails) as food continued at this site,
and no fossil deer have found in sediments younger than 30,000 years ago. The fossil deer were
thought to be extinct about 20,000 years ago, but our results suggest that they may have been
extinct earlier than 30,000 years ago. If so, Paleolithic people, who arrived on Okinawa Island at
35,000-30,000 years ago, may have been involved in the deer extinction.
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