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The role of Hippo pathway transcriptional co-activator, YAPL in the pathogenesis
of Atherosclerosis
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Yes-associated protein (YAP)1 is regulated by Hippo pathway, which controls
cell survival and cell death in vascular smooth muscle cells. In this study, we investigated the
role of YAP1 on the progression of atherosclerosis using a smooth muscle specific YAP1-KO mouse.
Smooth muscle specific YAP1-KO mice showed decreased neointima formation induced by injury in
carotid artery. Also, activation of YAP1 causes cell proliferation mediated by the phosphorylation
of Akt in vascular smooth muscle cells. Accordingly, it suggests that YAP1 is a critical molecules
for the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis.
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