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midaxial muscles

Trunk muscles in vertebrates have morghologically been divided into dorsal
epaxial and ventral hypaxial muscles. The latter contains limb muscles and the other hypaxial
muscles, which is based on their development. These three types of muscles are innervated by three

types of motor neurons, respectively. We analyzed the development of shoulder muscles and their
motor neurons, and found transitional muscles between the epaxial and hypaxial muscles, for which we
coined the term “ midaxial muscles”
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