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I analyzed tumor immune status in Epstein-Barr virus associated gastric
cancer (EBVaGC) and neuroendocrine carcinoma (NEC). In EBVaGC, high viral copy number in a single
tumor cell was associated with poor prognosis and frequent PD-L1 expression. Viral copy number is
thought to be an important factor for tumor immune evasion in EBVaGC. However, in peritoneal
dissemination of EBVaGC, the number of CD8-positive cells infiltrating in the tumor was small
compared to the primary tumor, although the number of cases analyzed was small. Use of immune
checkpoint therapy should be considered carefully in cases with peritoneal disseminations.
Neuroendocrine carcinoma in the stomach and esophagus expressed PD-L1 in 60% to 70% cases.
PD-1/PD-L1 pathway was thought as a potential therapeutic target in gastric and esophageal NEC.
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