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Evaluation of the relationship between immune escape of oral streptococci and
the pathogenic of infective endocarditis
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We assessed the differences between the sensitivity of Streptococcus
gordonii DL1 and S. gordonii SK12 to PMN-dependent killing. S. gordonii DL1 showed a higher survival
when treated with PMNs than SK12. Both S. gordonii DL1 and S. gordonii SK12 showed high resistance
to low pH condition. Compared to S. gordonit SK12, S. gordonii DL1 was sensitive to hydrogen
peroxide. However, the resistance of S. gordonii DL1 to the tested bactericidal agents, especially
lysozyme, was higher than that of SK12. These results indicated that S. gordonii DLl is resistant to
bactericidal agents that degrade bacteria in phagolysosomes.
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