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Three papers have been published in international journals describing
virus-host interaction. A cellular factor SPSB1 was found to enhance proviral expression. This led
to a discovery that SPSB1 and HTLV-I-derived trans-activator Tax potently enhance lentiviral
production. Patzl was identified as an important cellular factor essentially involved in reverse
transcription through an expression cloning with a human T-cell line MT4 and cDNA expression
library. The Vpu protein of SIVgsn7l1 was found to interact with human BST-2 through their

membrane-spanning regions and downregulate cell surface expression of human BST-2, which facilitated
HIV-1 virion release in the presence of human BST-2.
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