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Impact of tumor heterogeneity of driver mutation-positive lung cancer
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In a multicenter study, we performed digital PCR analysis using
tumor-derived DNA (cfDNA) in peripheral blood samples and showed that decline of cfDNA at 4 weeks
was correlated with long-term efficacy (Akamatsu H, Lung Cancer 2019). We also reported that a
variant of exonl9 deletion affected the efficacy (Tokudome N, BMC Cancer 2020).

We enrolled 94 cases in a prospective observational study and confirmed that the sensitivity of
digital PCR and high-sensitivity next-generation sequencing was comparable using the first 12

samples. We are still working on the analysis, but it has been slightly slowed due to delays in the
supplies caused by the COVID19 pandemic.
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