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Development of molecular targeted therapy for coronary aneurysm formation in
Kawasaki disease
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Based on the findings that TRAIL, a member of the TNF superfamily, induces
tissue destruction of blood vessels and Osteoprotegerin (OPG), a member of the TNF receptor
superfamily, inhibits it in a mouse model of abdominal aortic aneurysm, we investigated whether
Candida albicans extract (CAWS)-induced murine vasculitis, which is used as an animal model of
Kawasaki disease vasculitis, is exacerbated in OPG (-/-) mice. TRAIL expression was up-regulated in
OPG (-/-) mice but did not differ from that in the wild-type mice, suggesting that OPG may have a
direct tissue-protective effect, and we analyzed the mechanism of it.
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