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Applicants found that cancer cell lines induce TGF-b signals in normal
fibroblasts and promote their differentiation into fibroblasts (CAFs), the representative stromal
cells of the cancer-promoting niche. However, the factors derived from cancer cells that contributed

to the formation of the CAFs niche and the characteristics of the cancer cells themselves are not
clear. In the submitted study, multiple colorectal cancer patient-derived tumor xenograft (PDX) and
cancer organoids were established without using a specific cancer cell line, and their ability to

induce cancer-promoting CAFs was compared and examined to compare cancers. We attempted to elucidate
the interaction between cells and CAFs at the molecular level.
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