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Calretinin(CR) immunostaining and Choline transporter(ChT) immunostaining
were performed on intestinal specimens from neonates to 3 months of age in cases of Hirschsprung®s
disease(HD) and non-HD, respectively. CR immunostaining was positive in all cases of non-HD and
negative in all cases of HD, even in the early neonatal period and in preterm infants, with a
sensitivity and specificity of 100%; ChT immunostaining was negative in all cases of non-HD
intestinal tracts, but the positive findings were difficult to recognize, with a sensitivity of 50%
and specificity of 100%. Thus, CR immunostaining is useful in the diagnosis of HD, even in the early

neonatal period, but the usefulness of ChT immunostaining is negative.
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