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In this study, we used mice as an animal model to investigate the effects of

the maternal malnutrition on the reproductive function of their offspring (males). The results
showed that the offspring (males) which derived from the mothers fed the low-protein diet during
pregnancy and lactation period which indicated small testicular development and a clearly reduction
in the testicular weight compared to control mouse offspring. However, no abnormalities were found
in the semen properties or testicular structure of the morphology, and fertility was also observed,
but fertility was significantly reduced. The sperm fertility has been shown that maternal
nutritional stress may affect sperm physiology, especially fertility acquisition, and may have
long-term effects on offspring reproductive function for the next generation.
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