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Takase, Hiroshi

3,300,000

31

Rubella virus (RV) has been implicated as a cause of uveitis, but its
incidence and clinical feature are unknown in Japan. We performed a vitreous biopsy for patients
with vitreous opacity. We found that among the patients who were differentially diagnosed with known

uveitis entities or vitreoretinal lymphoma, nine patients (29%) were positive for antibodies for
RV. These patients were mostly middle-aged men and showed unilateral disease with mild diffuse
vitreous opacity. Small or medium keratic precipitates, cataracts, and secondary glaucoma were
common. In some cases, diffuse iris atrophy was also seen. These results suggest that RV-associated
uveitis is a distinct clinical entity, and a certain number of such patients is present in Japanese

patients.
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