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We previously reported that endothelial cells of tumor blood vessels
contribute to tumor metastasis. Since it is known that tumor cells aggregate in blood, which are
involved in tumor malignancy, we investigated the possibility that endothelial cells also contribute

to form tumor aggregation in this study. Tumor cells and endothelial cells formed cell aggregations
when they were co-cultured in non-adherent condition. We found that the characteristics of
endothelial cells were involved in tumor cell survival and proliferation in the cell aggregations.
After forming cell aggregations, we isolated tumor cells and endothelial cells respectively by flow
cytometory and analyzed gene expression patterns and activated pathways by IPA.
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