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Metastasis is the largest prognostic determinant of oral cancer. Prediction
of metastasis and development of early diagnosis are necessary in order to improve the prognosis.
Recently, microRNAs (miRNAs), which can be detected from a small amount of blood, have been
attracting attention as an early diagnostic method for cancer, but there have been few reports of
miRNAs specific to metastasis in oral cancer. Therefore, we searched for metastasis-specific miRNAs
by (1) focusing on cancer stem cells and (2) using the blood of oral cancer patients. In (1), we
were able to select ALDH1 and SOX2 as cancer stem cell markers involved in metastasis of oral
cancer, but we were unable to select metastasis-related miRNAs in the strains overexpressing these
markers. In (2%, three kinds of miRNAs related to metastasis were selected, and these were
considered to be metastasis-specific miRNAs.
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