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Did six-year pharmacy education and the establishment of new pharmacy schools
improve the distribution of pharmacists: An analysis based on population

geographic indicators
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The regional distribution of pharmacists from 1996 to 2016 was examined
longitudinally, focusing on 2006, when six-year pharmacy education began, and 2012, when pharmacists
trained through six-year pharmacy education began working.
The number of pharmacists continued to increase during the period studied, especially pharmacy
pharmacists and hospital pharmacists. The number of pharmacists per 100,000 population was higher in
urban areas, and the increase was also higher in urban areas. On the other hand, the Gini
coefficient, used as an indicator of regional distribution, decreased over time. This suggests that
although the geographic distribution of pharmacists is expanding, pharmacists are also becoming more
concentrated in urban areas. In addition, female pharmacists were more concentrated in urban areas,

a trend that continued for 20 years.
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