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It is generally known that individual differences may occur in the ways that
people feel and otherwise perceive pain. The results of this study suggest that there are also
individual differences in the choices of verbal expressions that pain sufferers use to communicate
their experiences of pain to others. This study examined whether personality traits are related to
the choices of verbal expressions for pain. The results showed that such traits as “ extraversion,”
“ openness,” and “ agreeableness” often led study participants to determine that existing verbal
expressions did not apply. With regard to “ conscientiousness,” however, results of the study
suggested that differences in the degree of pain may be related to the verbal expressions used to
describe it. “ Neuroticism” did not appear to be related to the choices of verbal expressions for

pain.
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throbbing | shooting | stabbing|{ sharp |cramping| gnawing ) aching | heavy | tender | splitting . ickening| fearful
burning exhausting cruel
A 2.37 112 1.15 1.56 1.88 1.80 1.24 1.56 1.24 1.73 1.17 2.22 1.85 1.27 1.15
SD 1.48 0.33 0.42 0.87 1.05 1.08 0.58 0.95 0.73 1.18 0.44 1.42 111 0.55 0.53
B 2.66 1.32 1.29 1.93 2.39 2.44 134 222 1.68 1.95 1.39 2.49 2.10 1.37 1.27
SD 1.39 0.72 0.64 1.25 1.51 1.29 0.62 1.33 1.13 1.16 0.63 1.40 1.14 0.66 0.59
C 3.41 1.51 1.46 2.27 2.56 2.95 171 2.37 2.02 2.46 1.63 2.98 232 1.46 141
SD 1.47 0.81 0.74 1.23 1.48 1.36 0.87 1.16 1.19 1.34 0.94 154 1.27 0.74 0.77
D 3.93 1.71 1.71 278 2.88 2.80 1.83 2.39 241 273 1.83 3.15 2.63 1.68 151
SD 1.27 0.98 1.01 1.19 1.89 1.42 1.09 1.24 1.24 1.43 1.05 1.44 1.46 0.93 0.81
E 3.12 3.17 3.20 3.41 3.07 2.95 2.95 3.17 3.80 2.56 3.17 244 2.61 3.07 2.95
SD 1.44 1.53 1.55 1.22 1.35 141 1.53 1.28 1.27 1.25 1.39 1.23 1.32 1.57 1.70
F 3.02 3.63 3.61 3.61 3.34 2.98 341 341 3.71 2.68 3.63 2.34 2.95 3.24 3.27
SD 1.35 1.44 1.50 1.24 1.26 1.35 1.43 1.18 1.12 121 1.32 1.22 1.28 1.50 1.55
G 2.95 3.88 3.85 3.66 3.49 3.15 3.71 3.37 3.93 2.78 3.83 2.37 2.88 3.59 3.63
SD 1.48 1.35 1.44 1.39 1.42 1.46 1.40 1.36 1.29 1.33 1.34 1.39 1.44 1.52 1.62
A T2 T an0 U Tan2 [ Tase | 2es | 203 | 3eo | sza | mes | 2ss | an7 | 205 | 263 | zes | ses
SD 1.65 1.24 131 1.48 152 1.59 1.36 1.48 1.31 1.48 1.26 1.40 1.59 1.41 1.50
| 2.32 3.80 371 3.15 2.76 273 3.49 2.85 3.32 2.37 3.85 1.90 215 3.59 3.95
SD 1.66 1.38 142 1.53 1.59 1.63 1.45 1.51 1.44 1.39 1.42 1.34 1.44 1.61 1.58
2.98 2.69 2.68 2.88 2.82 2.75 2.62 273 2.89 2.46 2.74 244 2.46 257 2.57
SD 0.90 0.70 0.74 0.73 0.84 0.88 0.70 0.77 0.76 0.75 0.71 0.84 0.85 0.84 0.84
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