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Development of a family support model to support the treatment of children with
cancer who developed the disease in infancy

Yokomori, Aiko
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M-GTA

The behavioral process of fathers and mothers responding to their children
undergoing initial treatment for childhood cancer that developed in infancy was studied using the
M-GTA method. The results revealed that in their daily lives visiting their sick children, the
fathers discovered and carried out new family roles for the sake of family stability, which
increased family cohesion. This was related to a positive recognition of their child"s illness,
communication between spouses regarding their child®s recovery, and understanding and cooperation
gained through a desire for support from family members, as well as understanding and cooperation
gained by informing social connections of the father and mother. Furthermore, it was found that by
recognizing the growth and development of their sick children, the mothers wanted to continue to be
involved with them in the same way as healthy children, even while they were fighting the disease.
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