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This study aimed to clarify clinical features and incidence in infants with
early-onset and late-onset GBS disease. The participants were infants who developed early-onset GBS
disease (EOD) or late-onset GBS disease (LOD) and their mothers from five institutes between 2017
and 2021. We divided the disease into early-onset type and late-onset type and calculated the
incidence rate (number of inborn cases /number of births in hospital per 1,000 live births). There
were seven and 15 cases of EOD and LOD, respectively. The incidence rate was 0.09 (2/22,205 per 1,
000 live births) for both EOD and LOD. All seven EOD cases were full-term, and only one had risk
factors (rupture of membranes and fever). GBS screening was performed in all seven cases, six of
which were negative. Of 15 LOD cases, nine were preterm births. To further reduce GBS infections,
countermeasures against false-negative GBS screening for EOD and investigation of the infection
route for LOD are necessary.
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