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This study examined the function of the resident health worker system in
Okinawa Prefecture in organizing the activities of maternal and child health care promoters.

The number of municipalities in Okinawa where MCHPs were active gradually increased, and it became
clear that the start of MCHP activities coincided with the system of resident public health nurses.
In addition, it became clear that the resident public health nurses made the decision to start

activities based on local issues, found suitable personnel for the MCHPs, and established a system
to sustain the activities.
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1962 S37 0 0 0 119 87.6 906,000 19,859 9.7 26.4
1972 S47 6 101 1,493 122 45.8 961,348 20,871 11.5 (11.7)
1973 S48 8 105 4,727 122 36.9 998,627 23,077 14.8 (11.3)
1974 S49 18 203 7,786 123 37.8 1,029,301 23,676 12.5 (10.8)
1975 S50 20 355 10,460 123 37.9 1,042,572 22,371 12.1 (10.0)
1980 S55 35 488 22,541 125 26.3 1,106,559 20,281 7.8 (7.5)
1985 S60 46 692 39,041 124 12.2 1,179,097 20,657 5.6 (5.5)
1990 H2 51 805 47,309 115 8.6 1,222,398 17,088 7.2 (4.6)
1995 H7 53 841 44,587 79 5.8 1,273,440 16,751 5.0 (4.3)
2000 H12 53 868 38,347 - - 1,318,220 16,773 4.5 (3.2)
2005 H17 41 847 27,306 - - 1,361,594 16,115 2.5 (2.8)
2010 H22 41 775 27,452 - - 1,392,818 17,098 2.7 (2.3)
2015 H27 39 696 18,523 - - 1,434,138 16,941 2.0 (1.9)
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