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Speech-related abilities in young children who stutter: Predictive factors for
persistence and recovery.
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This study aimed to investigate the factors that caused and persist
childhood stuttering from the perspective of the Demands-Capacities model. “ Demands” explored
included the mora length of utterance, articulation rate, and turn-taking gap and “ Capacity”
included the articulation ability. For speech samples during free-play interaction with their mother

of preschool children, a two-factor analysis of variance, which is group with and without
articulation errors x speech turn with and without stuttering, was performed on three “ Demands.”
The results showed that the mora length of fluent speech of children with articulation errors was
significantly shorter than that of children without articulation errors. Whereas, there was no
association between increase of articulation rate or short turn-taking gap and the occurrence of
stuttering. It was suggested that the longer utterance of speech planning beyond the child®s ability
may be a trigger for stuttering symptoms.
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