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A Study on the Diffusion and Establishment of Maniwa Nenryu Kenjutsu school in
Jyoshu during the Edo Period and the Licensing and Grading System

KAZUMA, Koji

1,300,000

16

1 2 3)
4
6 1823

400

Maniwa Nenryu is a school of swordsmanship that has survived for over 400
years since the end of the 16th century,headed by the Higuchi family, the head family of Maniwa
Nenryu in Maniwa Village, Tago County, Ueno Province. The school spread throughout Ueno, Musashi,
Shinano, and Edo City and had students mostly farmers, though including some bannermen (Hatamoto)
and feudal lords (Hanshu). I investigated how the Higuchi, a peasant family, acquired students under

the strict measures of status control of the Edo period and identified the following five reasons:
(1) awarding of the “ Tachigumi Mokuroku” ; (2) Sewa Yakunin control of the dojo; (3) internal
control by “ gyoji” and external negotiations with other schools; (4) Mokudai instruction in other
areas; and (5) allowing “ licensees” gtop license-holders) to organize their own students. For
these reasons, the aniwa Nenryu could prevent Chiba Shusaku from expanding their line of teaching
in the lkaho-Gakuron incident of 1823.
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