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Evaluation of biodiversity in the head of "Yatsu® small valleys in Kanto plain
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Yatsu’ , small valleys that occur at the edge of plateaus, were evaluated
as habitat of spring-dependent species. These valleys were found to be an important habitat for many
endangered species. It was suggested that the amount of spring water discharge that supports the
biota In the valleys is influenced by the land use of the catchment area. As the rainwater
impermeable surface on the terrace decreases due to urbanization, the amount of spring water will
decrease and become depleted. We also investigated the habitat use of Lethenteron reissneri, one of
the spring-dependent species. It was suggested that it maintains its population by moving seasonally
within the river channel. Depletion of spring water and fragmentation of rivers due to urbanization
can be a threat to populations of the spring-dependent species inhabiting Yatsu habitat.
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Lethenteron reissneri Rana japonica Cynops
pyrrhogaster Geothelphusa dehaani Carex vesicaria

Spargabum erectum Kim et al. 2020
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