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Can social enterprises accelerate regional energy transition in Japan?: a
preliminary exploration
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Based on some analytical frameworks of social enterprise studies, this
research tried to make a preliminary exploration of theoretical characteristics of regional energy
initiatives, which have potential to accelerate energy transition. The conclusion can be summerized
as the following: first, various types of regional energy initiatives in Japan can be classified
into four patterns, in terms of hybridity of for-profits, nonprofits, cooperatives and government.
Second, the reseach has clarified that it depends largely on their corporate governance system
whether regional energy initiatives in Japan can accelerate energy transition. For avoiding a
mission drift in regional energy initiatives, and for balancing their economic objectives and social

mission through corporate ?overnance system, it would be indispensable that the managers are
directed and controlled in line with interests of stakeholders, which constitutes the regional

environmental governance system.
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