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A field research in September 2023 that | conducted clearly confirmed that
the main reason for the persistence or the increase of precarious housing in Brazil is that there
has been no public policy to promote the mass supply of public rental housing complexes. As a
consequence, there are no municipal, State or federal housing complexes for rent in Brazil. This has

led to the limited supply of affordable housing, which in turn has pushed the housing prices and
rents for private rental housing upwards through supply-demand mechanism. A move to provide public
rental housing began as an emergency measure for disaster victims (called locacao social), but it is
basically limited to such exceptional situations. The prospects for realizing the mass provision of
public rental housing in the short term are small. Housing policy as a public policy in Brazil thus
consists of a single financial policy: promotion of home ownership through public mortgage loans.
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