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A case study on the impact of World Heritage re?istr@tion on the local
community: From the perspective of gaze and reflexivity
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This study aimed to investigate the current situation of the World Heritage
registration on the local community in the case of Tomioka City, Gunma Prefecture, and to examine
the basic perspectives and methods for its analysis.

As a result of our research to date, we have found that in this case, the impact of the World

Heritage registration on the local community is limited.

Phenomena such as the increase in tourists and the revitalization of the central city area that it
has caused are limited in scope and do not affect the entire region.On the other hand, in terms of
social and cultural aspects, we can find influences on civic awareness and local culture. For
example, changes in the relationship between the local community and the Tomioka Silk Mill, the
formation of local memories and representations of culture, such as "factory girl™ and "silk," and
the emergence of contentious new issues in the municipal administration.
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