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Research on the Creativity of Everyday Language through Analysis of Onomatopoeia
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We tested how people express different novel textures using ideophones. We
especially focused on when participants are creating novel ideophones and which participants are
creating them. In the experiments, we observed that speakers pay more attention to the connection
between the meaning and the form of ideophones when they interact more with the target (and interact

less with the listener). We propose that in these cases, language is mainly used for introspective
exploration of one’ s own sensations rather than for transmission of information. We argue that this
noncommunicative function of language is an important cause of linguistic change.
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