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The present study aims at clarifying the methodological foundations of

contemporary phenomenology (a study of contemporary philosophy through a phenomenological approach),

both through historical studies with reference to classical phenomenology and through systematic
studies with reference to so-called contemporary analytic philosophy. Focusing on (1) the
philosophy of perception, (2) the theory of action, and (3) the social ontology (especially the
theory of joint action), this study has shown, respectively, (1’ ) that Ingarden’ s theory of
perception appeals phenomenological methods only to a limited extent, (2° ) that the notion of
reasons can play a significant role in a Husserl-inspired phenomenological analysis of action, and
(3") that Gerda Walther’ s account of community gives us a clue to a phenomenological analysis of
joint actions in the framework shared by early phenomenologists.
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