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Criticism and acceptance: Historical developments in Zionist thought among 20th
Century American Jewish Scholars and Rabbis
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Longstanding conventional wisdom holds that American Reform Judaism has been

generally oppositional toward political Zionism. However, this study revealed diverse
interpretations of* Zionism” among even the pioneer rabbis in Reform Judaism and, further,
illuminated a controversy in the 1940s between Reformed rabbis who can be variously described as
pro-Zionists, Philo-Zionists, non-Zionists, and anti-Zionists. As a result, this study demonstrated
that the relationship between Reform Judaism and Zionism in America was never as simple as
traditionally presumed and in fact became more ambiguous and complex through the 20th century.
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Dr. Hanan Mazeh (The Berkowitz Research Fellow, New York University School of
Law)

Dr. Anri Ishiguro (Assistant Professor, International Institute of American
Studies, Doshisha University)

“ And the Lord your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed,
and
you shall possess it (Deut. 30:5) : The Land of Israel in Rabbinic Literature”
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Keeping Two Zions: The Ambiguity of Americanized Zionism in the Developing Context of Reform and Conservative Judaism
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