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Building the Groundwork for Studies of Colonial Korean Intellectual History
(Part 1): Racial Reform, Self-strengthening, Self-government
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This project examined the activities and philosophies of Yun Ch’ i-ho, Ch’
oe Nam-son and Yi Gwang-su, major Korean intellectuals of the colonial period who were deemed
conservative nationalists at the time. By tracing aspects like how they thought about the notion of
“ Koreanness” and how they collaborated with the wartime Japanese empire, this project outlined the
major aspects of their activities and philosophies. Moreover, this project worked to create a
foundation for future comparative studies of Japan and Korea by producing Japanese translation of
major texts of colonial Korean intellectual history such as Yi Kwang-su’ s articles and Ch' oe
Nam-son’ s writings. As the first part in a series of four parts total, this project produced
results to create foundations of intellectual history with questioning about Japanese and Korean
intellectuals’ perspectives on governing colonial Korea, and exchanging of Academic Knowledge
between to the Empire of Japan and colonial Korea.
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