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This study focused on a three-shaku (approx.90 cm) Amida statue attributed
by inscription to Kaikei, making use of high-resolution digital photography and x-ray CT scanning to
create new knowledge into the operations of Kaikei®s workshop. After preparing resources for the
study of the image through photography and CT scan imaging, we analyzed the data we had gathered for
a close material study of the wood comprising the statue. We could identify with great precision
from what part of the wood the statue®s component blocks were carved and how these blocks were
assembled, in turn revealing that some of the wood removed in hollowing out the larger block
designated for the statue®s trunk was set aside for use in carving the statue"s left arm, and the
head and neck of the statue were fitted into the trunk®s cavity at joins running down from the
shoulders. We presume that such efficiencies of production were developed by Kaikei®s workshop to
keep up with the rising demand for his statues.
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