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The Wetr Dance Group in New Caledonia as an Exemplar of Choreography to Build a
Sense of Community

Tomita, Daisuke
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This study aimed to investigate the signification of the somesthesis
inherited by the Wetr chieftaincy of the Kanak tribe in Lifou i1sland in New Caledonia. The author's
previous studies have also focused on the choreography of the Wetr dance group. However, calamities
such as the 2018 Osaka earthquake and the COVID-19 pandemic compelled the author to abandon the
field investigations in New Caledonia. The study was extended for another year in hopes of the
coronavirus disease being controlled. However, no foreigner is yet allowed to enter Lifou island.
Therefore, the aspect of the Wetr dance group must be omitted from this study. The author is forced
to attempt to extract material on the creation of a sense of community through choreography by
reviewing relevant scholarly literature, other documents, and audiovisual materials previously
collected or recorded. The revised study will also reconsider relevant cases in Japan and reference
articles pertaining to French dance aesthetics.
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