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What this study reveals is that a gambler, who is usually regarded as an
immoral person because of his/her surrender to chance, is depicted in Thomas Hardy"s novel as a new
model of responsible subject in the age of financial capitalism. In the nineteenth century, many
people regarded financial activities such as investment and speculation as inseparable from risky
gambling, dangerous game of chance. Financial capitalist society was imagined as a kind of giant
gambling den ruled by chance. In response to this situation, Hardy tried to create an ethics
suitable for the age of financial capitalism by proposing a model of the gambler-subject who takes

responsibility for accidents.
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